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Senator Eugene McCarthy has.
announced his intention to intro-
duce a resolution calling for a “full

and complete” investigation of the

Central Intelligence Agency by the
* foreign relations committee. Such
- an _investigation is Jong overdus

and is an appropriate function of
. this committee.

Since its creation as an 1nte111- ‘

gence-gathering organization 20
vears ago, the CIA has greatly ex-
panded the scope of its operations,

without benefit of new legislation

or even serious-congressional re-
\uew

From the passive role of fact-
" gathering, the agency has moved to,

become an. active participant—
.sometxmes it seems the dominant
part1c1pant——m the formulation and
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It is time

new functions of the most hush-

hush agency in government are .
'compatlble with CIA’s primary
mission of objective intelligence- :

gatherm% and with the American
system of free government,

- Since some activities of the CIA-

m a Searching g Probe of the CIA

,executxon of policy.
_'someone in the legislative branch
examined in depth whether these -

appear to have significantly af-.

fected U.S. foreign policy, as in

‘the Dominican Repubhc and Viet
Nam, it is appropriate that the for-
. eign relations committee conduct
United .
States cannot afford to continue to .-

investigation. The

have one arm of the government -

acting-— or even appearing to act .

— at cross-purposes. with other

-arms of’ the government and with'

the statéd obe:

jectives

- American .people.
in foreign affairs.
There are some
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4 really penetrat-
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i might = compro-
- mise important
‘agency activities
and

government. Pro-
ponents  of a

. cede there will be
- some such risk, -
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But
would be minimal

who protest that:

ing congressional
probe of the CIA -

.the risk’
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“in the foreign relation comrmttee ‘

or a select subcommittee thereof, -

After all, this committee of Con-
-gress regularly deals with sensi.
“ tive matters of national security

and has ‘done so with intelligence
and discretion, :
The alternative to providing ade-

quate congressional oversight to -

CIA operations is" to deny the
American people the right to know,
at least indirectly through their
elected representatives, what s
being done with their money and

.in their name around the world.

This is intolerable, especially since -

- many of CIA’s most closely guard-

of "the .

, embarrass ..
" the United States -
- . gressional supervision comes down .

thorough investi- .
gation must con-’

. in the name of &

- 'put second thmgu ﬁut.

. ed secrets are secrets to the Amer-
.ican public -only. Foreign leadern‘

and even ordinary people in for.
exgn countries like Cambodia, Indo- °
nesia and the Dominican Republic ,
are often much more aware of the

- activities' of CIA agents in their!
-lands than are the American peo- .

ple, who as citizens of a democratic -

* republic are ultimately answerable
‘for CIA's acts,

The argument over whether to
bring the CIA under tighter con- "

to a question of whether to put.
freedom before security. To curtail |
the people’s freedom to control the
activities of their own government |
uestionable in-
creient to mtiom ucurity iﬂ to
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